The Central Bucks Schools will provide all students with the academic and problem-solving skills
essential for personal development, responsible citizenship, and life-long learning.

August 16, 2019

Dear Parents/Guardians,

During the 2016-2017 school year, 35 teachers and administrators reviewed elementary
math resources. Ten programs were evaluated and the team determined two programs

were worthy of further evaluation. These two programs, Go Math! and Math in Focus,
were piloted in 54 elementary classrooms in the 2017 T 2018 school year to determine
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Math in Focuse: Singapore

Math by Marshall Cavendish,

for Grades K-8, is the U.S.

edition of Singaporeds most

widely used curriculum,

bringing Singaporefs effective

approach to mathematics to

U.S. classrooms. Math in

Focus® is based on the

curriculum and pedagogy in

Singapore. Singapore math

emphasizes problem solving

and positive attitudes toward

mathematics, while focusing

on student development of

skills, concepts, process and

metacognition. Through many

revisions, Singapore has narrowed their curriculum to focus on a few key factors shown
in the pentagon known as their curriculum framework.

Results from TIMSS 2015

Since the Trends in International
Math and Science Study (TIMSS)
began in 1995, Singapore has
consistently ranked at the top. The
graphic below shows scores from 4%
and 8" graders in 2015. Data from
international studies has shown the
United States has been surpassed in
its mathematical performance.
Meanwhile, Singaporeds students
have consistently been top
performers in international
assessments. This is evidenced in
Singaporeds consistent top
performance on the TIMSS and
PISA studies.

Within the Pennsylvania Mathematics Standards, several overarching initiatives are put
forth which parallel the framework of the Singapore mathematics curriculum and Math in
Focuse. These initiatives include:

I Curriculum that must be focused and coherent

I Teach to Mastery

f Focus on Number, Geometry and Measurement in Elementary Grades
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These initiatives are addressed in several ways throughout the text. Math in Focuse
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